
Dr. Alvaro B. Alcazar, Twomey 
Center for Peace Through 
Justice, Loyola University (New 
Orleans)
Rev. Dr. Samson Skip Alexander, 
Fifth African Baptist Church 
(New Orleans)
Rev Johnny R. Arvie, Law Street 
Baptist Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Dr. Leonard Banks, Pastor, 
Greater Full Gospel Church of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ (New 
Orleans)
Rev. Dr. Gilbert Lee Barnes, 
Rock of Ages Missionary Baptist 
Church (Marrero)
Rev. Donald R. Berryhill Sr., 
First Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church (New Orleans)

Pastor Jesse B. Bilberry Jr., Mt. 
Pilgrim Baptist Church (Baton 
Rouge)
Mrs. Erma T. Bolds, New Orleans
Sr. Clarita Bourque, MSC, 
Marianites of Holy Cross (New 
Orleans)
Robertine Bruns, Greater King 
David Baptist Church (Baton 
Rouge)
Rev. Gregman Bryant, New 
Bethel Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Rev. Willie L. Calhoun, Associate 
Minister, St. Peter Baptist 
Church (New Roads)
Missionary Bette Carter, 
Stronger Hope Baptist Church 
(New Orleans)

Rev. Dr. Byron Clay, President, 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference/Research Missionary 
Baptist and Educational 
Association (Kenner)
Elder William Coleman Jr., Zion 
Church of God in Christ (New 
Orleans)
Dorothy Smith Collins, St. Mark 
United Methodist Church (Baton 
Rouge) 
Pastor Allen Eric Cotton, 1st 
Ora Vista Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Rev. Clinton Crawshaw, The Big 
Easy Metropolitan Community 
Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Dr. Alan K. Creecy Sr., Hill 
of Zion Baptist Church (Metairie)

Rev. Dr. Roland Cunningham, 
Research Missionary Baptist and 
Educational Association (New 
Orleans)
Rev. Dr. J.L. Davis, St. Joseph 
Free Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Missionary Rosa E. Dickerson, 
Stronger Hope Baptist Church/
Ideal Association (New Orleans)
Rev. Eric J. Dorsey, Battle 
Ground Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Rev. Msgr. Douglas A. Doussan, 
St. Gabriel Church (New Orleans)
Pastor Otto W. Duncan Jr., 
St. James AME Church (New 
Orleans)

Rev. J.C. Dyson Sr.,Th.D., 
President, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference State 
Unit (New Orleans)
Deacon Lester Ezidore, First 
Zion Missionary Baptist Church 
(New Orleans)
Deacon Glen B. Ford, Good 
Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
(Norco)
Rev. Dr. Dwayne Francois, Faith 
In Action Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Rev. Calvin L. Franklin, Rising 
Star Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Pastor Wayman Frost, First 
St. James Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)

As religious leaders representing people of faith in the 
state of Louisiana, we are committed to promoting and 
uplifting the dignity of working people and particularly low-
wage workers. We therefore urge you to support the Employee 
Free Choice Act, legislation that will help to ensure the right 
of all workers to form unions if they so choose, in order to 
negotiate decent wages, provide for their families, secure fair 
benefits and decent working conditions and have a voice in the 
workplace. 
	 Whenever people stand together in mutual commitment 
and for the common purpose of promoting and protecting their 
most essential dignity—a dignity that issues directly from 
God—then we as people of faith and good conscience have a 
moral responsibility to stand with them. We have a responsibility 
to pass the Employee Free Choice Act. We make this appeal to the 
conscience of every member of Congress. 
	 The Employee Free Choice Act presents us with an 
opportunity to pass legislation that is at once economically 
and morally efficacious for the people of our nation and our 
economy. Even as unions serve as vehicles by which poor 
workers lift themselves from poverty and into the middle 
class, the increased purchasing power of union members 
provides an effective and consistent stimulus for the general 
economy. When workers form unions, they have an opportunity 

to empower themselves and provide security for their families. 
They have a meaningful voice on the job and participate in a 
collaborative effort with their employers to fashion mutually 
beneficial working conditions. At its best, a union is a 
community of women and men devoted to one another’s well-
being and dignity, working together to secure their rights as 
employees, as human beings and as children of God. 
	 The right of workers to freely associate and form 
unions without fear of intimidation or retaliation is a 
cornerstone principle of our civil society and our modern 
economy. It is a principle that promotes and sustains the 
health of our middle class, ensures quality of life for all 
working people and empowers even those in low-wage jobs 
to achieve dignity and a decent standard of living. Presently, 
however, this right is fundamentally threatened. Workers who 
attempt to form unions are too often met with unrelenting 
opposition from their employers and have little or no effective 
legal recourse by which to protect their democratic right to 
organize. The Employee Free Choice Act will provide sound and 
vitally necessary reforms of current labor law, which does not 
effectively protect workers’ rights. 
	 As people of faith, we urge you to stand with us in our 
support of hardworking families. We urge you to support the 
Employee Free Choice Act. 

An Open Letter from Religious Leaders to Sen. Mary Landrieu and Sen. David Vitter

in Support of theRights of Workers



Rev. Dr. Willie Gable Jr., 
Progressive Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Rev. Dr. Nathaniel Gaines, Solid 
Rock Missionary Baptist Church 
(New Orleans) 
Msgr. Earl Gauthreaux, St. 
Maria Goretti (New Orleans)
Rev. Dr. Samuel Gibbs Jr., 
Second Baptist Church 6th 
District (New Orleans)
Rev. Dr. Crispus S. Gordon Jr., 
New Zion Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Rev. Dr. Glenn Green, 
Research Missionary Baptist 
and Educational Association 
(Westwego)
Rev. Louis S. Greenup Jr., 
Christ the Deliverer Assembly 
(Greenwell Springs)
Rev. Dr. Arthur Griffin Jr., New 
Beginnings Missionary Baptist 
Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Walter Hardy Jr., Little Zion 
Baptist Church (New Orleans)
Mrs. Marion H. Harvey, Mt. 
Moriah Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Rev. Gregory J. Henderson Sr., 
Olive Branch Baptist Church 
(New Orleans)
Rev. Dr. Edward Hogan, 
Research Missionary Baptist and 
Educational Association (New 
Orleans)
Deacon Percy L. Hollins Sr., 
Good Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church (Norco)
Rev. Dr. Reginald D. Holmes, 
Friendship Community 
Missionary Baptist Church 
(Kenner)
Missionary Jessie L. Jackson, 
Little Zion Baptist Church/Ideal 
Association (New Orleans)
Rev. John L. Jackson, New 
Orleans  
Rev. Joseph Jackson, Third Rose 
of Sharon Missionary Baptist 
Church (New Orleans)
Mrs. Verna Jackson, Third Rose 
of Sharon Missionary Baptist 
Church (New Orleans)

Rev. Dr. Lloyd Johnson, Greater 
Salvation Missionary Baptist 
Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Melvin Jones III, Second 
Good Shepherd at Willing 
Workers Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Donald R. Keeler, Third Rose 
of Sharon Baptist Church (New 
Orleans) 
Janetta Kriel, Unitarian Church 
of Baton Rouge
Rev. Reginald Landry, First 
Evangelist Missionary Baptist 
Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Henry Lawrence III, First 
Zion Missionary Baptist Church-
Family Worship Center (New 
Orleans)
Pastor Alfridia Loston, St. Roch 
Baptist Church (Harvey)
Rev. Charles Mack, Amozion 
Baptist Church (New Orleans)
Mrs. Elice Marshall, New 
Jerusalem Missionary Baptist 
Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Michael Marshall, New 
Jerusalem Missionary Baptist 
Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Devin Mason, New 
Rescue Mission Baptist Church 
(Reserve)
Rev. Kenneth L. McDowell, 
Living Water Baptist Church 
(New Orleans)
Rev. Dr. D.B. Mollaire, Good 
Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
(Norco)
The Rev. Melanie Morel-
Ensminger, First Unitarian 
Universalist Church of New 
Orleans
Pastor Debra B. Morton, Greater 
St. Stephens Full Gospel Baptist 
Church (New Orleans)
Minister John L.C. Mosley Sr., 
Jesus Never Fails Missionary 
Baptist Church/True Light 
Baptist Church (Baton Rouge)
Deborah L. Muhammad, Nation 
of Islam Baton Rouge Study 
Group

Rev. Bernard G. Murray Sr., 
Greater Mt. Rose Missionary 
Baptist Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Reginald Nicholas, Olive 
Branch Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Iman Rafeeq H. Nu’man, Masjid 
ur Rahim (New Orleans)
Rev. Dr. Richard Osby, Little 
Solid Rock Missionary Baptist 
Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Jeffrey Ott, OP, Southern 
Providence Dominicans (New 
Orleans)
Missionary Dolores W. Parker, 
Stronger Hope Baptist Church 
(New Orleans)
Mrs. Trina Payne, Mt. Zion 
Pilgrim Missionary Baptist 
Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Eddie Peter, Sun Rise 
Baptist Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Louis Phenix Jr., First King 
Solomon Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Sr. Helen Prejean, C.S.J., Sisters 
of St. Joseph (New Orleans)
Rev. Joel C. Profit Sr., Stronger 
Hope Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Rev. Joseph C. Profit Jr., 
Stronger Hope Baptist Church 
(New Orleans)
Ted Quant, Director, Twomey 
Center for Peace Through 
Justice, Loyola University (New 
Orleans)
Rev. John C. Raphael Jr., New 
Hope Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Rev. Dr. Warren Ray Jr., Second 
Free Mission Baptist Church 
(New Orleans)
Pastor Winston B. Ricks, 
Second Morning Star Missionary 
Baptist Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Anthony F. Rigoli, OMI, Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Church (New 
Orleans)
Rev. John Russ, Macedonia 
Baptist Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Torin Sanders, (New 
Orleans)

Rev. Lester A. Shaw, Payne 
Memorial A.M.E. Church (New 
Orleans)
Deacon Norman Singleton Jr., 
Good Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church (Norco)
Rev. Dr. Climon J. Smith, 
President, Research Missionary 
Baptist and Educational 
Association/Second Morning 
Star/Bethsaida Missionary 
Baptist Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Dr. Emanuel Smith Jr., 
Israelite Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Rev. Dr. Leroy Smith, Research 
Missionary Baptist and 
Educational Association (New 
Orleans)
Pastor Tyrone Smith, Original 
Morning Star Baptist Church 
(New Orleans)  
Rev. Larry P. Steib, Olive Branch 
Baptist Church (New Orleans)
Frank Stewart Sr., Mt. Zion 
Pilgrim Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Mrs. Mable Stewart Sr., Mt. Zion 
Pilgrim Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Rev. Warren Taylor Sr., First 
Evangelist Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Leotha Terrell Sr., Usher 
Board Secretary, Rock of Ages 
Missionary Baptist Church 
(Marrero) 
Rev. Susie H. Thomas, First 
United Methodist Church (Baton 
Rouge)
Rev. Dr. Norwood Thompson 
Jr., Jesus Never Fails Missionary 
Baptist Church (New Orleans)
Robert R. Thompson, Unitarian 
Church of Baton Rouge
Rev. Dr. Leon Tilton Jr., Temple 
of Divine Light Baptist Church 
(New Orleans)
Bishop Tommie L. Triplett, 
Greater St. Stephen and Divine 
Providence Full Gospel Baptist 
Church (Marrero)

Rev. Mat E. Turner, Olive Branch 
Baptist Church (New Orleans) 
Rev. Robert Turner Sr., First 
District Baptist Association (New 
Orleans)
Rev. Gregory Ussn, Olive Branch 
Baptist Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Dr. Lionel Vincent Sr., The 
Living Rock Missionary Baptist 
Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Arthur Wardsworth Jr., 
Second Good Hope/ Mt. Pilgrim 
4th Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Rev. Belinda C. Washington, 
Eighth District AME Disaster 
Relief Center (Baton Rouge)
Rev. Diane S. Waters, Ora Vista 
Baptist Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Jimmie F. Waters, Ora Vista 
Baptist Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Corey Watson, Watson 
Memorial Teaching Ministries 
(New Orleans)
Rev. Joseph Weber, Second 
African Missionary Baptist 
Church (Killona)
Rev. Dwight Webster, Christian 
Unity Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)
Kelvin White, Associate Minister, 
First Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church (New Orleans)
Rev. Glenda H. Williams, 
Evangelism Director, Faith City 
International Ministry (Baton 
Rouge)
Rev. Calvin W. Woods Jr., 
Greater Liberty Baptist Church 
(New Orleans)
Rev. Dr. Leo Wyre Sr., Israel 
Missionary Baptist Church (New 
Orleans)

* Churches and organizations 
are listed for identification 
purposes only. For more 
information, contact Rev. Dr. 
Climon J. Smith at 504-282-
2228 or Rev. Dr. Joseph C. Profit 
Jr. at 504-812-8277.


