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Selected Passages from the Hebrew
Scriptures

Genesis I: 26–28, 2:15, God the Creator.

Genesis 2:1–2, God rested on the seventh day.

Exodus 3:7–8, God heard the cry of the Israelites.

Deuteronomy 15:11, Open your hand to the poor and
needy.

Deuteronomy 24:14–15, Don’t withhold wages of poor
and needy laborers, including those of “aliens.”

Isaiah 30:18, God of justice.

Isaiah 32:17, Justice will bring peace.

Isaiah 58:6–8, The fast God chooses is to loosen the
bonds of wickedness.

Jeremiah 21:11–12, Execute justice.

Jeremiah 22:13, Woe to him who makes neighbors work
for nothing and does not give them their wages.

Jeremiah 34:8–14, Treat the alien well like God had treat-
ed the Israelites.

Amos 5:22–24, Let justice flow like a stream.

Amos 8:4–7, Woe to those who trample the needy...buy-
ing the poor for silver.

Micah 6:8, God requires us to do justice, love mercy and
walk humbly.

Psalm 72, God will judge people with righteousness.

Proverbs 21:13, Don’t close your ears to the cry of 
the poor.

Ecclesiastes 4:1, God sees the oppressions that are
practiced.

Selected Passages from the New Testament

Matthew 6:24, You cannot serve God and money.

Matthew 22:39, Love thy neighbor as thyself.

Matthew 25:31–36, The Kingdom is for those who feed
the hungry, welcome strangers.

Luke 4:18–19, Anointed to preach good news to 
the poor.

Luke 10:27, Love your neighbor as yourself.

Luke 16:19–31, Rich man who doesn’t see the poor at 
his gate.

John 3:16–18, Love, not in word or speech, but in truth
and action.

Romans 12:21, Overcome evil with good.

I Corinthians 3:6–9, Each will receive wages according to
the labor of each.

I Corinthians 12:26, If one member suffers, all suffer.

Philippians 2:4, Look not to your own interests, but to
the interests of others.

I Timothy 6:18–19, Rich people are to be generous and
ready to share.

II Timothy 1:7, God did not give us a spirit of timidity,
but of power and love.

II Timothy 2:6, The farmer that labors must receive the
first rewards.

James 5:4, The wages of laborers kept back by fraud 
cry out.
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