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Islam is a religion that believes in freedom, justice and
equality. Islam is an Arabic term meaning peace and
submission to the Will of Allah (God). Islam is a way

of life that encompasses every aspect of a Muslim’s life at
home and abroad, at all times. Fairness and equity are a
part of that way of life. Allah (God) said in the Holy
Qur’an, “Give full measure when you measure out and
weigh with a fair balance. This is fair and better in the
end.” (17:35)

Islam is not a religion that is against individuals seeking
financial wealth. In the Holy Qur’an, God said, “And
when the prayer is ended, disperse abroad in the land and
seek of God’s bounty.” (62:10) But the Holy Qur’an is
also clear that wealth will not save a person who has
strayed from the path of submission and righteousness.

For men and women to earn an honest living is honor-
able, regardless of how great or minimal the work
appears. “Every man must earn his own living and every
profession is therefore honorable, even that of a hewer of
wood. A person may follow any worldly pursuit that he
likes, but duty to Allah shall take precedence of all other
duties,” said one Muslim scholar. “No one eats better
food than that which he or she eats out of the work of
their hand,” the Prophet reportedly said. This simply
means that the humblest work carries with it dignity.

Islam is against discrimination, intolerance and injustice
in the workplace. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said,
“When you hire, compensate the workers and treat them
fairly.” And on another occasion, the Prophet said,
“Compensate the worker before the sweat dries.”

There is a heroic aspect of Islam that compels Muslims to
fight to ensure that people can work with dignity, free
from oppression. “O you who believe, Stand out firmly
for justice, as witnesses to Allah, as against yourselves, or
your parents, or your kin; and whether it be against rich
or poor: For Allah can best protect both. Follow not the
lusts (of your hearts), lest you swerve, and if you distort
justice or decline to do justice, verily Allah is well
acquainted with all that you do.” (4:135)

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah be on
him (PBUH), established Islam as a revolutionary force.
The Prophet fought against injustice wherever he found
it. He was a man for the oppressed, for the poor, the
orphan and the widow; he spoke up for the rights of

women and pulled down leaders who ruled in selfish
avarice and greed. He fought valiantly even against his
own family members when necessary.

In Islam, no person is better due to status or wealth. No
matter whether rich or poor, Muslims are encouraged to
treat everyone equally, with justice and fairness, because
only Allah (God) is great. “None of you has faith unless
you love for your brother what you love for yourself,”
said the Prophet.

Regardless of creed, class or color, Islam demands that
people treat each other justly, equally, truthfully and with
dignity, honor and respect.

Some Selected Verses from the Holy Qur’an
and Hadith on Fairness in the Workplace

“O you who believe, Stand out firmly for justice, as wit-
nesses to Allah, as against yourselves, or your parents, or
your kin; and whether it be against rich or poor: For
Allah can best protect both. Follow not the lusts (of your
hearts), lest you swerve, and if you distort justice or
decline to do justice, verily Allah is well-acquainted with
all that you do.” (Holy Qur’an 4:135)

Allah (God) said in the Holy Qur’an: “Give full measure
when you measure out and weigh with a fair balance.
This is fair and better in the end.” (Holy Qur’an 17:35) 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, “When you hire,
compensate the workers and treat them fairly.” And on
another occasion, the Prophet said, “Compensate the
worker before the sweat dries.”

“I have forbidden oppression for Myself and have 
made it forbidden amongst you, so do not oppress one
another.” (Hadith 24 of Forty Hadith by An-Nawawis)

“None of you has faith unless you love for your brother
what you love for yourself.” (Hadith 13 of Forty Hadith
by An-Nawawis)

“Do not envy one another; do not inflate prices one to
another; do not hate one another; do not turn away from
one another; and do not undercut one another, but be
you, O servants of God, brothers....” (Hadith 35 of Forty
Hadith by An-Nawawis)
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