
AFL-CIO SENATE 2000 VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

1. EDUCATION/PRIVATE SCHOOL VOUCHERS

Y=W; N=R.

2. HEALTH CARE/PATIENTS’ BILL OF RIGHTS

Y=W; N=R.

3. WORKER SAFETY/ERGONOMICS

Y=W; N=R.

4. PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

Y=R; N=W.

5. ESTATE TAX REPEAL

—(S. 1134)—The Senate passed
legislation that would have undermined public education by providing a generous tax benefit to
our nation’s wealthiest families to help them pay for private elementary and secondary school
expenses through education IRAs. The so-called Affordable Education Act passed 61–37 on
March 2, 2000. (DEM: 9–35; REP: 52–2)

—(S. 2549)—Since 1998, working
families have called on Congress to pass a strong Patients’ Bill of Rights. We support legislation
to ensure their rights to have treatment decisions made by doctors and not insurance company
bureaucrats, to see specialists when needed, to get emergency room care when and where
needed, to appeal health care decisions and to hold managed care companies accountable when
they wrongly deny patients care. The House passed such a bill in 1999, but the Senate killed an
amendment to the Defense Authorization Bill (S. 2549) that was the same as the House-passed
Patients’ Bill of Rights. Like the House bill, the Senate amendment also required health plans to
provide customers with such options as obstetrical and gynecological care for women and
pediatricians as primary care providers for children. The amendment was killed 51–48 on June 8,
2000. (DEM: 0–44; REP: 51–4)

—(H.R. 4577)—In an effort to eliminate the nation’s
No. 1 workplace health hazard—musculoskeletal injuries caused by poorly designed workplaces,
repetitive motions and other ergonomic hazards on the job—workers and their unions long have
supported the Occupational Safety and Health Administration’s effort to establish an ergonomics
standard. Such a workplace ergonomics standard would reduce or prevent the musculoskeletal
disorders—such as carpal tunnel syndrome, tendinitis and back injuries—that hit some 1.8
million workers a year. Because their injuries from workplace ergonomic hazards are so severe,
more than 600,000 workers a year are forced to take time off from the job. But conservative
Republicans and Big Business have opposed such standards for more than a decade. The Senate
passed an amendment to the Labor/Health and Human Services/Education appropriations bill
that would prohibit the use of funds in the bill to be used by OSHA to promulgate, issue,
implement, administer or enforce any proposed, temporary or final ergonomics standard. The
amendment passed 57–41 on June 22, 2000. (DEM: 3–40; REP: 54–1)

—(H.R. 4577)—Prescription drug prices are rising at twice the
rate of inflation. Most at risk in the drug price free-for-all are seniors, because Medicare does not
pay for outpatient prescription drugs. Siding with insurance companies and the pharmaceutical
industry, the Senate—in a near party-line vote—rejected an amendment to the Labor/Health and
Human Services/Education appropriations bill that would authorize a universal, voluntary and
affordable prescription drug benefit in the Medicare program for seniors and the disabled. The
amendment failed 44–53 on June 22, 2000. (DEM: 42–1; REP: 2–52)

—(H.R. 8)—Instead of using the projected federal budget surpluses
to strengthen Social Security and Medicare, and to add a prescription drug benefit to Medicare,



the Senate passed a bill that would have used $105 billion of the non-Social Security surpluses
over the next 10 years to repeal the estate tax. The bill would have benefited just the wealthiest 2
percent of the taxpayers, who are subject to the tax on very large estates. The AFL-CIO supports
tax relief that is targeted to those who deserve it the most—the nation’s working families. The
bill passed 59–39 on July 14, 2000. (DEM: 9–35; REP: 50–4)

—(H.R. 4444) The Senate passed a bill to give the People’s
Republic of China permanent normal trade relations status. The bill solidifies China’s entry into
the World Trade Organization and effectively eliminates the U.S. government’s ability to impose
trade sanctions on China for human rights or workers’ rights violations. The bill passed by a vote
of 83–15 on Sept. 19, 2000. (DEM: 37–7; REP: 46–8)

—(S. 2912)—The Latino and Immigrant Fairness Act of 2000 would have
given long-term Central American, Haitian and Eastern European refugees the same opportunity
to apply for permanent residence as that already given to some other immigrant groups under
similar circumstances. It also would have allowed certain immigrants who have lived, worked
and paid taxes in the United States since 1986 to apply for legal permanent residence and would
have allowed immigrants who qualify for a “green card” to obtain a visa without leaving the
country. During debate on another immigration bill (S. 2045), a motion was made to suspend
Senate rules to allow consideration of S. 2912 as an amendment to S. 2045. It was rejected 43–55
on Sept. 27, 2000. (DEM: 43–1; REP: 0–54)

—(S. 2045)—Claiming a shortage of skilled U.S. workers, many
high-tech companies use the H-1B visa program to import foreign workers, usually at lower
wages than their U.S. counterparts would earn. The AFL-CIO supports expanded training to
improve the skills of U.S. workers and recruiting more women and people of color into the high-
tech job market. The AFL-CIO opposed S. 2045 because it increased the number of H-1B visas
from 115,000 to 195,000 annually for three years created some program loopholes, and did not
improve the design of the underlying program to better protect American workers. It passed the
Senate 96–1 on Oct. 3, 2000. (DEM: 42–1; REP: 54–0)

Y=W; N=R.

6. TRADE/CHINA TRADE —

Y=W; N=R.

7. IMMIGRATION

Y=R; N=W.

8. IMMIGRATION/H-1B

Y=W; N=R.
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Alabama

3%0%31180WWWWWWWWSessions (R)

49%0%696680WWWWWWWWShelby (R)

Alaska

21%0%1854980WWWWWWWWMurkowski (R)

40%0%23615680WWWWWWWWStevens (R)

Arizona

0%0%51080WWWWWWWWKyl (R)

15%14%1111961WWWWWWRAMcCain (R)

Arkansas

6%14%29261WWRAWWWWHutchinson (R)

71%50%51244WRWWRWRRLincoln (D)

California

91%67%66224WRWRAARRBoxer (D)

81%50%135533AAWWRRRWFeinstein (D)

Colorado

0%0%32080WWWWWWWWAllard (R)

45%14%363061WWRWAWWWCampbell (R)

Connecticut

90%75%2421326WRWRRRRRDodd (D)

80%80%228714AAARRRRWLieberman (D)

Delaware

82%63%6429235WRWRRRRWBiden (D)

19%0%3247580WWWWWWWWRoth (R)

Florida

74%75%3510226WRWRRRRRGraham (D)

9%0%1011080WWWWWWWWMack (R)

Georgia

66%50%112144WRWWRRRWCleland (D)

33%33%2121WRWIIIIIMiller (D)

Hawaii

91%86%99116WRARRRRRAkaka (D)

89%60%4235723WRWRAARAInouye (D)

Idaho

9%0%86880WWWWWWWWCraig (R)

0%0%17080WWWWWWWWCrapo (R)

Illinois

91%75%32926WRWRRRRRDurbin (D)
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29%25%12562WWWWRWRWFitzgerald (R)

Indiana

82%75%31426WRWRRRRRBayh (D)

9%0%2892880WWWWWWWWLugar (R)

Iowa

13%0%2123380WWWWWWWWGrassley (R)

88%75%2014826WRWRRRRRHarkin (D)

Kansas

0%0%32080WWWWWWWWBrownback (R)

0%0%32080WWWWWWWWRoberts (R)

Kentucky

12%13%15271WWRWWWWWBunning (R)

12%0%1502080WWWWWWWWMcConnell (R)

Louisiana

70%25%419562WRWWWWRWBreaux (D)

63%63%122035WRWWRRRRLandrieu (D)

Maine

16%0%27580WWWWWWWWCollins (R)

27%0%371480WWWWWWWWSnowe (R)

Maryland

92%88%1112117WRRRRRRRMikulski (D)

96%88%1330317WRRRRRRRSarbanes (D)

Massachusetts

93%86%3138416ARWRRRRRKennedy (D)

89%75%1815326WRWRRRRRKerry (D)

Michigan

8%0%47480WWWWWWWWAbraham (R)

91%75%2425826WRWRRRRRLevin (D)

Minnesota

4%0%49280WWWWWWWWGrams (R)

94%88%68817WRRRRRRRWellstone (D)

Mississippi

13%0%2383780WWWWWWWWCochran (R)

9%0%1011080WWWWWWWWLott (R)

Missouri

2%0%48180WWWWWWWWAshcroft (R)

17%0%1072280WWWWWWWWBond (R)

Montana

74%75%7220726WRWRRRRRBaucus (D)

10%0%1021180WWWWWWWWBurns (R)

Nebraska

0%0%32080WWWWWWWWHagel (R)

76%63%268335WRWRRRRWKerrey (D)

Nevada

77%75%268726WRWRRRRRBryan (D)

87%88%1711817WRRRRRRRReid (D)

New Hampshire

0%0%69080WWWWWWWWGregg (R)

12%13%821171WWRWWWWWSmith (R)



New Jersey

89%75%2217726WRWRRRRRLautenberg (D)

74%50%82344WRWWRRRWTorricelli (D)

New Mexico

81%75%3816126WRWRRRRRBingaman (D)

21%0%2977780WWWWWWWWDomenici (R)

New York

89%75%3428026WRWRRRRRMoynihan (D)

82%75%31426WRWRRRRRSchumer (D)

North Carolina

88%75%21526WRWRRRRREdwards (D)

10%13%3183671WWRWWWWWHelms (R)

North Dakota

81%71%2611025WRWRRRARConrad (D)

85%75%105826WRWRRRRRDorgan (D)

Ohio

10%0%46580WWWWWWWWDeWine (R)

24%13%13471WWWRWWWWVoinovich (R)

Oklahoma

8%13%48471WWRWWWWWInhofe (R)

4%0%235980WWWWWWWWNickles (R)

Oregon

3%0%31180WWWWWWWWSmith (R)

74%63%102935WRWWRRRRWyden (D)

Pennsylvania

14%0%43780WWWWWWWWSantorum (R)

64%50%8715444WWRRWRRWSpecter (R)

Rhode Island

44%50%5444WWWRRWRRChafee (R)

90%75%32826WRWRRRRRReed (D)

South Carolina

62%88%15525117RRRRRWRRHollings (D)

12%0%4315780WWWWWWWWThurmond (R)

South Dakota

83%71%2311225WRWARRRRDaschle (D)

81%75%62626WRWRRRRRJohnson (D)

Tennessee

0%0%51080WWWWWWWWFrist (R)

4%0%49280WWWWWWWWThompson (R)

Texas

4%0%162780WWWWWWWWGramm (R)

2%0%64180WWWWWWWWHutchison (R)

Utah

1%0%67180WWWWWWWWBennett (R)

11%0%2793580WWWWWWWWHatch (R)

Vermont

39%38%654253WWRRWWWRJeffords (R)

85%75%5230326WRWRRRRRLeahy (D)

Virginia



72%63%328135WRWWRRRRRobb (D)

15%0%2404480WWWWWWWWWarner (R)

Washington

14%0%961680WWWWWWWWGorton (R)

87%63%95935WRWWRRRRMurray (D)

West Virginia

77%63%11337435WWRRRRRWByrd (D)

88%75%2115126WRWRRRRRRockefeller (D)

Wisconsin

94%88%46617WRRRRRRRFeingold (D)

73%63%308335WRWRRRRWKohl (D)

Wyoming

3%0%31180WWWWWWWWEnzi (R)

2%0%50180WWWWWWWWThomas (R)

R = VOTED RIGHTKEY:

W = VOTED WRONG

A = ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE OR MAKE POSITION KNOWN

I = NOT IN OFFICE


