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August 14, 2009

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House

H-232 The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Madame Speaker:

The AFL-CIO urges the House of Representatives to take action as soon as possible after
the August recess to prevent the expiration of federal unemployment benefits for 640,000 long-
term jobless workers who will otherwise run out of benefits in September, as well as for the 1.5
million jobless workers whose federal benefits will expire by the end of the year.

Despite recent indications that the economy is pulling out of its free fall, we will be
facing an historic jobs crisis for many more months, and possibly longer. Last month’s 0.1
percent decline in the overall unemployment rate was attributable entirely to 450,000 workers
dropping out of the workforce. The broadest measure of unemployment, which includes workers
who work part-time because they cannot find full-time work and discouraged workers who have
given up on finding a job, was over 16 percent in July. Meanwhile the unemployment rate in
July was 14.5 percent for African Americans and 12.3 percent for Hispanics.

Since the recession began in December of 2007, the economy has shed 6.7 million jobs,
and 9.1 million additional jobs would be needed just to keep up with growth of the labor force
over that time period. There are now fewer jobs in our economy than in 2000, even though the
labor force has grown by 12 million since then, and six unemployed workers are now competing
for every job opening. Most experts predict the ranks of the unemployed will continue rising
over the coming months and throughout next year.

The jobs picture is even more dismal for the “long-term unemployed”—defined as
workers who have been jobless for more than 27 weeks. The number of long-term unemployed
rose by 584,000 in the month of July alone, and now stands at five million. For the first time






