LEGISLATIVE ALERT!
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“Poison pills” that negate the benefits of a minimum wage increase are designed to
provoke opposition, not to address the needs of working people. Working Americans should not
have to sacrifice wage and hour protections every time the minimum wage is increased, because
minimum wage increases merely restore the value that has been lost to inflation.

Last week the House cleared the way for another $3,300 congressional pay raise, the
ninth pay raise Congress has approved for itself since it last increased the minimum wage. This
week the House will consider partial repeal of the estate tax, which will benefit a handful of the
wealthiest families in America. If Congress can pay such careful attention to its own financial
needs and the financial needs of the wealthiest 0.3 percent of Americans, it can surely find the
time necessary to vote on legislation to address the needs of Americans who earn wages for a
living. There is simply no excuse for using parliamentary maneuvers and “poison pills” to
prevent a clean vote on a clean $2.10 increase in the minimum wage.

Sincergly,
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