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Minimum Wage Workers Are
Falling Behind
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Figure 1 Source: Calculations based on Congressional Research Service, Bureau of Labor Statistics, and Mercer Human Resources Consulting CEO Compensation Survey.
Note: Increases are not adjusted for inflation. CEO Pay is measured as expected total direct compensation, including salaries, bonuses, options, incentive awards, and benefits.
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Minimum Wage Workers Are Left Out

of Economic Growth
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Figure 2 Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Corporations Profit, Workers Lose
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Figure 3 Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, National Income and Product Accounts; Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Congress Raises Own Pay $31,600,
Minimum Wage Workers Get Nothing
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Figure 4 Source: Congressional Research Service
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The Cost of Gas is Skyrocketing
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Figure 5 Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration.
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Health Care Costs More than a Minimum
Wage Worker Earns in a Year
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Figure 6 Source: Kaiser Family Foundation, 2005.
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College Tuition Has Increased Rapidly
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In the Bush Economy
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Figure 8 Source: The College Board, Annual Survey of Colleges.
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The Minimum Wage Is at Its Lowest Level
Compared to Average Wages
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Minimum Wage as Percentage of Average Hourly Wage
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Figure 9 Source: Calculations based on Bureau of Labor Statistics data.
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Annual Compensation in Millions in 2005

CEOs Now Make 821 Times More Than A
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Figure 10 Source: Economic Policy Institute analysis of Mercer CEO Compensation Survey. Compsenation includes salaries, bonuses, options, incentive awards, and benefits.
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